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Safety Company Arco joins Ethical Trading Initiative
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Arco, the UK’s leading supplier of personal protective equipment, workplace safety products and workwear, has joined some of the biggest names in British retailing in becoming a member of the Ethical Trading Initiative (ETI), an alliance of companies, trade unions and non-profit organisations that aims to promote respect for the rights of workers worldwide.
Mike Ramirez, Technical Manager for Arco, explained, “Through the development and management of our Ethical Guide for Vendors and a regular ethical auditing programme, we have worked hard over the years to ensure that the care and welfare of workers manufacturing products for Arco is of paramount importance. Through the adoption and implementation of the 9 principles of the ETI’s Base Code, we can now further develop our ethical trade strategies.”

The ETI Code of Conduct is based on the following principles:

· No-one should be forced to work 

· Workers are free to join and form trade unions and bargain with management

· Working conditions are safe and hygienic

· Child labour shall not be used

· Living wages are paid

· Working hours are not excessive

· No discrimination is practised

· Regular employment is provided

· No harsh or inhumane treatment is allowed
Mike continued, “As a member of ETI, we will be able to share ideas and work on projects with companies and organisations that include Marks & Spencer, Boots, Next Retail, Oxfam GB and Save the Children; adding our enthusiasm and commitment to initiatives that promote greater fairness and protection for working people globally.”

ETI brings together a wide range of organisations from all parts of society with the aim of improving the lives of working people around the world. An alliance of 44 companies, 17 NGOs and 4 major trade union organisations, the Initiative is working to promote and improve the implementation of corporate codes of practice that cover supply chain working conditions. 

For more information on ETI, please visit: 

http://www.ethicaltrade.org/ or http://www.ethicaltrade.org/Z/lib/base/index.shtml
Ends

About Arco:

Arco is the UK’s leading supplier of personal protective equipment, workwear and workplace safety products. As such it is widely recognised as a provider of expert advice, services and safety solutions for businesses in every market sector. Founded in 1884, the Hull-based, 4th generation family business now has over 100,000 customers and an annual turnover in excess of £201m. Through its team of product specialists, its Big Red Book product catalogue and a rapidly expanding 35-strong branch network, Arco offers a world-class range of quality assured, branded and own-brand products, carefully selected from ethically compliant suppliers. Products include personal protective equipment, clothing including front and back-of-house career wear, footwear, gloves, workplace safety and hygiene products. Arco is dedicated to its Corporate Social Responsibility policy and continually demonstrates its support of local business communities and charitable organisations. In 2005, Arco became a member of the BITC Percent Club by donating 1% of pre-tax profits to charities. In 2007, Arco became a member of the Ethical Trading Initiative (ETI).

If you would like to use the press release, please contact Lynda Hughes at The McOnie Agency: tel: 01483 237230, fax: 01483 237234, email: Lynda@mconiegency.com.

If you would like further information,  please contact Rachael Meyer at The McOnie Agency:

Tel: 01423 522363 or email rachael@mconieagency.com.

This information is also available on The McOnie Agency website. 
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1. Roll your mouse over to “press releases”, then drop down to Arco, across to Arco, and click. 

2. Find the press release intro with chosen photo.

3. Click “more” to bring up the whole press release.

4. To download the hi-res photo to your desktop, right click the link and choose 

“Save link to disc” or “Save Target As….” 

5. Open the photo in your chosen application and convert to CMYK for printing.
These images are the property of Arco, for use solely to illustrate the text within this press release. Use of the images for any other purpose is prohibited.
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